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NAVAJO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Governmental Complex
P.O. Box 668 - 100 E. Carter Drive
Holbrook, AZ 86025
(602) 524-6161 Ext. 406 FAX (602) 524-3094

EDWARD J. KOURY SHARON R. KEENE-WRIGHT
County Manager Clerk of the Board

RESOLUTION No. &7- G4

A RESOLUTION OF THE NAVAJO COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PRIMITIVE ROAD
CLASSIFICATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARIZONA REVISED
STATUTE § 18-207.01

WHEREAS, the State of Arizona authorized Navajo County Board of Supervisors in
ARS §11-251 to lay out, maintain, control and manage public roads, and

WHEREAS, Navajo County has roads that were constructed to County Standards and
receive regular maintenance, and

WHEREAS, The State of Arizona allows counties in ARS §18-207 to maintain public
roads that were built prior to June 13, 1975 even if such roads and streets were not built in
accordance with County standards, and

WHEREAS, Navajo County may provide limited maintenance pursuant to ARS §18-207
on public roads opened prior to June 13, 1975 even when such public roads and public streets
were not built in accordance with County standards.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of Navajo
County may nominate public roads as primitive roads in accordance with ARS §18-207.01 and
that the Board of Supervisors does hereby establish a primitive roads classification and approved
the designation of the public roads on the attached list as the Book of Primitive Roads.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a primitive road is a public road opened before
June 13, 1975 and not constructed in accordance with County standards.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all approved primitive roads in

Navajo County shall be posted with signs that state "primitive road, caution, use at your own
risk, this surface is not regularly maintained,” in locations adequate to warn the public.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that neither Navajo County nor its employees are liable
for damages or injuries resulting from the use of a primitive road approved under this resolution
and pursuant to ARS. § 18-207.01 except for intentional injuries or gross negligence caused by
an employee acting within the scope of his employment, and

BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED that a state or county highway shall not be designated
as a primitive road.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall become effective thirty (30)
days from the adoption date of this resolution.

Passed and Adopted this 19th day of December, 1994.

Marlin F. Gillespie, Chﬁg%an

Navajo County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

@/z@ nam

/u/]ia A. Clark
eputy Clerk of the Board
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NAVAJO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Governmental Complex
P.O. Box 668 - 100 E. Carter Drive
Holbrook, AZ 86025
(602) 524-6161 Ext. 406 FAX (602) 524-3094

EDWARD J. KOURY SHARON R. KEENE-WRIGHT
County Manager Clerk of the Board :

RESOLUTION No. &7- 74

A RESOLUTION OF THE NAVAJO COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PRIMITIVE ROAD
CLASSIFICATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARIZONA REVISED
STATUTE § 18-207.01

WHEREAS, the State of Arizona authorized Navajo County Board of Supervisors in
ARS §11-251 to lay out, maintain, control and manage public roads, and

WHEREAS, Navajo County has roads that were constructed to County Standards and
receive regular maintenance, and

WHEREAS, The State of Arizona allows counties in ARS §18-207 to maintain public
roads that were built prior to June 13, 1975 even if such roads and streets were not built in
accordance with County standards, and

WHEREAS, Navajo County may provide limited maintenance pursuant to ARS §18-207
on public roads opened prior to June 13, 1975 even when such public roads and public streets
were not built in accordance with County standards.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors of Navajo
County may nominate public roads as primitive roads in accordance with ARS §18-207.01 and
that the Board of Supervisors does hereby establish a primitive roads classification and approved
the designation of the public roads on the attached list as the Book of Primitive Roads.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a primitive road is a public road opened before
June 13, 1975 and not constructed in accordance with County standards.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all approved primitive roads in
Navajo County shall be posted with signs that state "primitive road, caution, use at your own
risk, this surface is not regularly maintained,"” in locations adequate to warn the public.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that neither Navajo County nor its employees are liable
‘for damages or injuries resulting from the use of a primitive road approved under this resolution
and pursuant to ARS. § 18-207.01 except for intentional injuries or gross negligence caused by
an employee acting within the scope of his employment, and '

BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED that a state or county highway shall not be designated
as a primitive road.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall become effective thirty (30)
days from the adoption date of this resolution.

Passed and Adopted this 19th day of December, 1994.

Marlin F. Gillespie, Chﬁ' an

Navajo County Board of Supervisors

ATTEST:

@Z@ e

lia A. Clark
eputy Clerk of the Board
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NAVAJO COUNTY
POLICY | PROCEDURE GUIDELINE
FOR
PRIMITIVE ROADS, ARS §18-207-01

December 19, 1994

PURPOSE:

To establish a uniform policy pertaining to the designation of
"Primitive Roads", ARS. §18-207.01

To help clarify what roads are primitive, what guidelines are used
in selection of these roads, and the signing requirements mandated
for such roads.

BACKGROUND :

In the summer of 1993, county engineers and county attorneys from
around Arizona along with staff from the County Supervisors
Association met in Payson to discuss a growing concern for public
entities that maintain rural roads that were not built to county
standards. These concerns stem from the liability associated with

these roadways. In an effort to reduce this exposure, a draft
piece of legislation was drawn up and taken to the Arizona
legislature. This bill was submitted in the House of

Representatives (H.B. 2257) and passed into law as ARS §18-207.01
in the spring of 1994. It became state law beginning July 17,
1994.

ARS § 18-207.01 gives the Board of Supervisors for each county the
authority to classify public roads within its jurisdiction as
primitive roads. Only public roads opened before June 13, 1975 and
not built in accordance with county standards can be classified as
primitive roads. The Statute also requires the county to sign
these primitive roads in a way that lets the public know that the
roads are not maintained on a regularly scheduled basis.

POLICY:

Primitive road classification shall apply to public roads meeting
all of the following criteria.

1. Were opened before June 13, 1975.
2. Were not constructed in accordance with County Standards.
s Are not County or State Highways.
4. Shall have easements dedicated to the public or were

previously treated as courtesy maintenance roads by
county forces prior to June 13, 1975.

5 Shall be in a condition that County forces can blade with
minimum cost and risk.

6. Shall be classified as an arterial or collector, as
defined within.
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 PROCESS FOR THE REMOVAL OF ROADS FROM THE APPROVED BOOK OF
PRIMITIVE ROADS:

Where roads meet all the above criteria, and a petition from
51% or more of the property owners along the route petition
that the road be removed from the Book of Primitive Roads then
staff shall evaluate the petition and present the petition and
a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors at a regularly
scheduled public meeting of the Board for a determination as
to removing the road from the Book of Primitive Roads.

FUNCTIONAL CLASS

Primitive: Local Arterials and Collectors

Definition of Arterial:

A general term denoting a roadway primarily for through
traffic usually on a continuous route.

Definition of Collector Street -

Those streets which provide for traffic movement within
neighborhoods of the County and between major streets and
local streets and for direct access to abutting property. The
spacing for collector streets is approximately one-half mile,
and they may also serve secondary traffic generators, such as
schools, parks, and apartment areas with high population
density.

PREDOMINANT TRAFFIC TYPES:

Dispersed recreation, local access, government, farm or ranch,
administrative, commercial/cooperator

SURFACE TYPE:
Native material or gravel

CROSS SECTION:

L Does not conform to county standards.

2. Has inconsistent or irregular width. Roads must have
minimum widths to safely operate equipment for purpose
of blading.

3. Surface can vary from native material to rock and gravel.

Surface must be in a maintainable state.

4. Drainage features typically poor to non-existent. County
forces will | basically maintain existing roadway
conditions.

5 New drainage structures or devices will not be installed.

Drainage ditches may be cut as part of the maintenance
activity.
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SIGNING REQUIREMENTS :

The County shall place signs that state "Primitive Road, Caution
Use At Your Own Risk, This Surface Is Not Regularly Maintained" on
roads that are selected by the County for designation as a
primitive road in locations adequate to warn the public.

Any collectors chosen that are in residential subdivisions shall
have signs posted at the entry to the subdivision. No roads shall
be designated primitive without the proper signs being posted.

The minimum allowable warning sign shall be a horizontal rectangle
with a size of 30 X 48 inches - see exhibit "B". It shall have a
yellow background with black legend and border. This sign 1is
intended for use on roadways that may have a posted speed in excess
of 25 M.P.H.

Warning signs shall be installed within 300 feet of the beginnings
of a designated "Primitive Road".

Warning signs shall be installed at the entrances to subdivisions

that have collectors designated as "Primitive Roads". The minimum
allowable warning sign shall be a horizontal rectangle with a size
of 18X24 inches - see Exhibit "C". This sign is intended for use

only in sub-divisions that have a posted speed of 25 M.P.H. more or
less.

PRIMITIVE ROADS MAINTEMNANCE PROCEDURES:
The Public Works Director will be primarily responsible for

determining the schedule of maintenance for primitive roads,
according to the Navajo County Policy/Procedure Guidelines.

2. Roads that are designated as Primitive Roads will receive
maintenance, at a schedule not to exceed two times per
calendar year. (Primarily Fall & Spring).

B All primitive roads will be maintained in the general
condition they are received. No drainage or improvement

projects will occur on these roads at County expense.

4. All driveway culvert cleaning and installation will remain the
responsibility of the homeowner.

5. County forces will continue to remove snow from the Non-County
maintained roads that are designated primitive roads. County
forces will not blade rough road conditions after storms
except as part of the primitive road maintenance schedule.

6 County forces will not expend public funds on the purchase of
material to improve primitive roads, but may use donated on
site material to maintain roadway surfaces that are in need of
repair.

T Drainage problems that occur during non-scheduled maintenance
periods will not be repaired by County forces.

8. No primitive road will be brought up to County Standards
using public funds or County forces.



EXHIBITS:

A,

Exhibit "A" is a copy of - HOUSE BILL 2257, AN ACT,
AMENDING TITLE 18, CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 1; RELATING TO
COUNTY HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE AND ABANDONMENT .
Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) § 18-207.01.

Exhibit "B" shows an example of the minimum acceptable
"Primitive Road" warning sign for non subdivision roads.

Exhibit "C" shows an example of the warning sign to be
used at entrances to or within sub-divisions.
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